
Chemonite® poles provide reliable transmission and 
distributi on of electric energy, with practi cal benefi ts and 
less environmental impact than alternati ves. The ACZA 
treatment consistently meets recognized standards of 
penetrati on and retenti on in diffi  cult-to-treat species such 
as Douglas fi r. 

Proven Preservati ve for Refractory Species
Originally developed at the University of California in the 
1920’s, the preservati ve formula was designed to sati sfy 
the peculiar qualiti es of western soft woods and assure 
their proper treatment. Since its origin, ACZA (ammoniacal 
copper zinc arsenate) preservati ve has demonstrated its 
eff ecti veness as a wood preservati ve, protecti ng wood 
from decay and termites (even Formosan termites). This 
is documented by many fi eld and laboratory tests, and 
by poles sti ll in uninterrupted service aft er more than 40 
years. In fact, this is the only waterborne treatment that is 
eff ecti ve with these refractory species. ACZA preservati ve 
is also eff ecti ve in treatment of cedar and pine species.

Douglas Fir: A Choice Wood
No other alternati ve for transmission poles equals Douglas 
fi r in size, form, strength, and availability. 

Long-Lasti ng
The USDA Forest Products Laboratory states that the 
expected life of Chemonite® poles is 50 years. Poles have 
been known to provide uninterrupted service for more than 40 years.

Chemonite® 
Pressure-Treated Douglas Fir:
A Good Choice for Uti lity Poles



Low Fastener Corrosion
No Chemonite® poles are known to 
have been removed from service 
due to failure from corrosion. In fact, 
bolts removed from uti lity poles aft er 
40 years of service have exhibited 
accepted strength properti es. 

Fire Resistance
Tests indicate that Chemonite® wood 
provides fi re resistant qualiti es. These 
tests confi rm uti lity fi eld crew reports 
that Chemonite® wood resists grass 
and brush fi res.

Woodpecker Resistance
For years, uti lity crews have also 
reported that poles treated with 
ACZA preservati ve show litt le or no 
damage from woodpeckers. A formal 
study showed 71% less damage from 
woodpeckers than poles treated with 
other preservati ves.

Electrical Conducti vity
Conducti vity is related to moisture 
content, not treatment method. 
Chemonite® poles have no higher 
conducti vity factor than other treated 
or untreated poles.

Climbability
Research has indicated that the force 
required to penetrate Chemonite® 
poles by a line worker’s gaff  is 
comparable to that of untreated 
Douglas fi r.

Reuse & Disposal
Many uti liti es reinstall poles removed 
from service at other locati ons. It is 
also very common for poles to be 
reused for other purposes. Disposal 
requirements are typically the same as 
for other large constructi on products; 
check with local landfi lls for details. 

Safety
Poles treated with ACZA preservati ve 
fall under EPA’s minimum protecti ve 
precauti ons. There should be no 
concern when handling or climbing 
Chemonite® poles. No special clothing 
is required. As with other types of 
treated and untreated wood, dust 
masks and goggles should be worn 
when sawing or machining wood.

Steam Sterilizati on
The treatment system allows for the 
use of steam sterilizati on during the 
treatment process to kill existi ng fungal 
infecti on in the heartwood. This is true 
for no other waterborne preservati ve 
system.

Standards
ACZA treatment of Douglas fi r poles 
complies with standards of the 
American Wood Protecti on Associati on 
(AWPA), Canadian Standards 
Associati on, Federal Government 
Specifi cati on TT-W-57IJ, and the Rural 
Uti liti es Service (RUS).

For more informati on, including sources of Chemonite® wood, 
see www.chemonite.com or contact Arch Wood Protecti on, Inc., 

678-627-2000.

• Protected against fungal 
decay and termite 
att ack, even Formosan 
termites.

• Preserved with 
ammoniacal copper 
zinc arsenate (ACZA).

• Eff ecti ve penetrati on of 
Douglas fi r.

• Long history of successful 
use.

• Studies indicate resistance 
to carpenter ants, 
woodpecker damage, 
and fi re.

• With appropriate 
treatment, can be 
used in above-ground, 
ground-contact, 
freshwater, and 
saltwater applicati ons.

• May be stored, 
handled, and worked 
with like untreated 
wood.

• Preservati ve is 
leach-resistant.

• Treatment leaves 
surface free of 
chemical deposits.

Advantages of 
Chemonite® 

Pressure-Treated 
Poles


